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Japan, Sri Lanka affirm maritime, security cooperation 

COLOMBO (Kyodo) -- Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono and his Sri Lankan 

counterpart Tilak Marapana agreed Friday in Colombo to strengthen bilateral 

maritime, security and defense cooperation. Sri Lanka lies near sea lanes in the Indian 

Ocean that are crucial to Japan's economy. According to a Japanese government 

official, during the meeting Kono offered Japanese support for the development of the 

port of Colombo, stressing that Japan places great importance on its relations with Sri 

Lanka. Kono explained the "free and open Indo-Pacific" strategy advocated by Japan 

and asked for Sri Lanka's understanding over the importance of maintaining a 

maritime order based on the rule of law. 

Sri Lanka is a destination for Chinese investment in line with Beijing's "One Belt, One 

Road" regional infrastructure megaproject. Japan has signalled it could cooperate with 

the initiative, while stressing the importance of the projects being transparent and fair. 

The foreign ministers also confirmed that they will stringently implement U.N. 

Security Council sanctions resolutions against North Korea. Kono also held meetings 

Friday with President Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil 

Wickremesinghe. 

Source: asia.nikkei.com, 05 January 2018 

 

Duterte wants stronger maritime security cooperation with Indonesia vs 

terrorism 

- Nestor Corrales 

President Rodrigo Duterte reiterated his desire to strengthen maritime security 

cooperation with Indonesia to combat terrorism in the region. Duterte met with 

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi at the Presidential Guest House in Davao 

City on Wednesday. “While declaring that the rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts 

in Marawi are in full swing, President Duterte said that he wants to intensify maritime 

security in cooperation with Indonesia as foreign and local terrorists continue to enter 

and exit the country despite the military efforts to go after these elements,” the 

Presidential Communications Operations Office (PCOO) said in a press statement. 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/International-Relations/Japan-Sri-Lanka-affirm-maritime-security-cooperation
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/byline/nestor-corrales
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Duterte and Marsudi also agreed to elevate cooperation on trade, maritime security, 

education, and in eradicating terrorism during their meeting. Duterte then expressed 

his interest in the resumption of the Philippines-Indonesia routes to further 

strengthen trade between the two countries. The President also said that he wants to 

provide scholarship for Muslim students, particularly to those who are enrolled in the 

Madrasa institutions. Marsudi, meanwhile, expressed Indonesia’s interest in pursuing 

the joint education program between the Philippines and Indonesia to “spread the 

Islamic values” in Southeast Asian nations. 

Source: globalnation.inquirer.net, 04 January 2018 

 

 

Government to acquire intervention vessels for maritime crime battle 

-Sulaimon Salau 

The Federal Government has approved the acquisition of strategic maritime safety and 

security assets, following the endorsement by Federal Executive Council (FEC). 

Accordingly, the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), has 

commenced arrangements to ensure the intervention vessels are delivered within the 

stipulated time frame for the total spectrum maritime strategy. The Director-General, 

NIMASA, Dakuku Peterside, who made this known in Lagos, also announced the 

establishment of a command and control centre, as part of the strategic initiative. “The 

four components of the initiative are situational awareness, response capability, law 

enforcement and local partnerships, and regional cooperation which are the fulcrum 

upon which tackling maritime crime will be built on,” he said. Dakuku noted that the 

implementation of NIMASA’s total spectrum maritime strategy in collaboration with 

the Agency’s partners is a panacea to piracy and maritime crime within Nigerian 

territorial waters. He also assured that NIMASA would continue to collaborate with 

the military, especially the Nigerian Navy and the Nigerian Air Force among other 

partners to make Nigerian waterways safe and secure. “We are not unmindful of the 

peculiar environment of Niger Delta which poses its own challenge in tackling 

maritime crime, especially kidnapping of crew and illegal bunkering that leads to 

pollution; we will continue to work with the Nigerian Navy and regional organisations 

to strengthen our regional approach to tackling maritime crime,” he said. 

   

While assuring that NIMASA will not relax on its quest to see the early passage of the 

anti-piracy bill, the draft of which the Federal Executive Council recently approved for 

legislative action, Peterside said eradicating maritime crime and piracy remain a 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/163277/philippines-indonesia-president-rodrigo-duterte-foreign-minister-retno-marsudi-maritime-security-education-scholarship-cooperation-terrorism
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priority for the agency and her partners in 2018. He also used the opportunity to 

reassure Nigerians that NIMASA is very focused on working with all relevant 

stakeholders, using its laid out strategy to make maritime crime history in our domain. 

 Last year alone, over 66 mariners were been kidnapped off the Niger Delta. 

 Worried by the spate of attacks, a report by the United States Maritime 

Administration, International Maritime Bureau, had declared Nigerian waters as 

deadly and unsafe. 

Source: guardian.ng, 02 January 2018 

 

 

Anti-piracy mission helps China develop its blue-water navy 

 -Emanuele Scimia 

China’s 27th and 28th naval escort task forces have recently completed their mission 

handover in the Gulf of Aden. Anti-piracy operations by the People’s Liberation Army 

Navy (PLAN) have become a constant in the area. And this has both immediate and 

long-term strategic implications for Beijing’s military projection away from its 

traditional perimeter of action in East Asia. 

China started patrolling waters off the Horn of Africa and the Somali coast in 2008, 

marking the return of a robust Chinese navy in the western Indian Ocean after nearly 

600 years. These counter-piracy activities have boosted the PLAN’s ability to deploy 

in the “far seas.” Beijing is eager to improve expeditionary capabilities of its naval 

forces. It has made clear it is ready to protect its increasing overseas interests and 

rights, particularly international routes vital to Chinese trade and energy needs. 

A stable presence in the Indian Ocean 

The European Union’s anti-piracy mission in the Arabian Sea reports that at the peak 

of Somali piracy in January 2011, pirates held 736 hostages and 32 vessels. After efforts 

by the international community, those figures were cut to zero in 2016. The PLAN 

played a significant role in this multilateral action coordinated by the United Nations. 

Since the beginning of its anti-piracy operation, the PLAN has escorted more 

than 6,400 Chinese and foreign ships, according to China Military, the PLA’s official 

English-language website. What’s more, the Chinese navy has so far prevented about 

https://guardian.ng/business-services/government-to-acquire-intervention-vessels-for-maritime-crime-battle/
http://www.atimes.com/author/emanuele-scimia/
http://eunavfor.eu/mission/
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/view/2017-12/27/content_7886226.htm
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3,000 suspected pirate boats from launching attacks, UN Secretary General Antonio 

Guterres said in a report last October. 

A Chinese naval task force in the Gulf of Aden generally consists of two guided-missile 

frigates and a supply ship. These are supported by two ship-based helicopters and 700 

troops, including dozens of Special Operations forces. To make a comparison, the EU-

led naval mission in the region normally comprises about 1,200 personnel, four to six 

surface combat vessels, a replenishment ship, some embarked helicopters and two to 

three maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft. The PLAN’s anti-piracy operations 

can now rely on China’s first overseas military base. Beijing says the Djibouti outpost 

is only a logistics station. It will have to support its escort, peacekeeping and 

humanitarian activities in Africa and Western Asia. Djibouti is a tiny nation in the 

Horn of Africa. Located at the entrance of the Red Sea, it serves as a gateway between 

the Gulf of Aden and the Suez Canal. This area is a key segment of China’s Maritime 

Silk Road, the sea-based leg of President Xi Jinping’s infrastructure plan to integrate 

East Asia with Europe and Africa. 

China also has a logistics support base in the midst of the Indian Ocean. Indeed, the 

PLAN uses the supply ship engaged in the escort operations in the Gulf of Aden as 

a mobile supply point for other Chinese warships sailing through this body of water. 

Such a logistical mode was initiated last July when the Chinese supply ship Gaoyouhu, 

included in the 26th convoy fleet, refueled the destroyer Hefei and the 

frigate Yuncheng on their way to the Baltic Sea to conduct military exercises with the 

Russian Navy. 

Training expeditionary capabilities 

While peacekeeping operations in Africa and elsewhere are an invaluable training 

experience for Chinese ground troops, escort missions in the western section of the 

Indian Ocean are fundamental to develop the PLAN’s expeditionary capacities, 

notably if China organizes its naval units as carrier strike groups in the future. As well, 

the PLAN’s voyages to the Gulf of Aden are conducive to honing the skills of embryonic 

Chinese battle groups in reaching the Indian Ocean through the Makassar, Sunda and 

Lombok straits, which could be safer and more suitable for the transit of large warships 

than the Malacca chokepoint during a conflict or a crisis threatening China’s sea lines 

of communication – a scenario that would likely see Beijing face an enemy blockade 

of these passages. 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/859
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/view/2017-07/10/content_7671106.htm
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However, for the creation of a powerful expeditionary naval force to succeed, China 

will also have to improve long-range airpower in support of its ocean-going task forces, 

set up an underwater surveillance network in the Indo-Pacific region like that run by 

the United States, and increase the number of overseas bases and access points in East 

Africa, the Middle East, and South and Southeast Asia. The development of the Xian 

H-20 stealth long-range bomber and the expanding use of an underwater glider for 

deep-sea explorations in the Indian Ocean, along with the focus on Gwadar, Pakistan, 

as a possible site for its second offshore naval facility, prove that Beijing is leaving 

nothing to chance in building its blue-water navy. 

Source: www.atimes.com, 08 January 2018 

 

Coast Guard patrol vessel commissioned at Karaikal 

A state-of-the-art patrol vessel of the Indian Coast Guard has been commissioned at 

Karaikal in the Union Territory of Puducherry. The patrol vessel 'Charlie-435' 

equipped with modern navigation and communication systems was commissioned by 

Puducherry Chief Minister V Narayanasamy at a function held at the Karaikal Port last 

night. The Coast Guard station at Karaikal has four vessels prior to the commissioning 

of 'Charlie-435'. The vessel would strengthen coastal security between Chennai and 

Kanyakumari in the Eastern Coastal region, the Chief Minister said. He further said 

the patrol vessel would be of great help in rescuing fishermen who go adrift in the sea 

due to bad weather. Narayansamy also said the Puducherry Government has appealed 

to the External Affairs Ministry to arrange for tripartite talks among Indian fishermen 

and the governments of India and Sri Lanka to find a permanent solution to the 

problem of frequent arrests of Indian fishermen by the Lankan Navy. Top Coast Guard 

officials including Commander and Inspector General (Eastern Region) Rajan 

Bargotra and Puducherry Agriculture Minister R Kamalakannan participated. 

Source: www.ptinews.com, 10 January 2018 

 

PN geared up for CPEC challenges, Gwadar Port operations: Kaleem 

Pakistan Navy’s Coastal Command Annual Efficiency Competition Parade was held on 

Friday at PNS Qasim, Manora. Vice Chief of the Naval Staff Vice, Admiral Kaleem 

Shaukat was the chief guest on the occasion, a statement issued here by directorate of 

public relations of Pakistan Navy said. Efficiency Competition Parade is conducted 

annually by Coastal Command of Pakistan Navy to mark the achievements of its 

operational year wherein efficiency shields are awarded to the selected units based on 

their achievements throughout the year. 

http://www.atimes.com/anti-piracy-mission-helps-china-develop-blue-water-navy/
http://www.ptinews.com/news/9390916_Coast-Guard-patrol-vessel-commissioned-at-Karaikal.html
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Addressing the officers and CPOs and sailors, the chief guest highlighted that Coastal 

Command of Pakistan Navy had been entrusted with the onerous task of safeguarding 

the coastal are as from Sir Creek to Jiwani, under the challenging internal and external 

security situation. 

 

He said Pakistan Navy’s Coastal Command was fully geared up for the challenges of 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor and operationalization of Gwadar Port. 

Taking stock of the overall security situation, he highlighted that Pakistan Navy was 

fully aware of the external as well as internal threats the country was faced with. He 

said as a result of untiring collective efforts of the nation during last many years, 

Pakistan had been able to eradicate the menace of terrorism to a greater extent. This 

effort, however, required constant struggle and Pakistan Navy was ready to defend the 

motherland from all external and internal threats at all costs, he added. 

Earlier, in his welcome address, Commander Coast Rear Admiral Moazzam Ilyas 

highlighted the operational achievements of Coastal Command and presented the 

resume of activities undertaken during the year 2017. He said Coastal Command 

besides operational activities, had actively participated in several major exercises 

including Aman 2017, Burq-VII, Tahafuz-E-Sahil, joint exercises with International 

Special Forces Difa-E-Sahil and Air Defence Guns Firing. 

 

Later, the chief guest gave away efficiency shields to the units for their overall best 

performance during the year 2017. The ceremony was attended by a large number of 

senior naval officers, CPOs and sailors. Meanwhile, it is reported that Flag Officer, Sea 

Training, Pakistan Navy (PN), Rear Admiral Zaka-ur-Rehman has assumed the 

command of Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) as its Director General. 

Source: pakobserver.net 

 

Maritime safety operation to focus on Jet Skis 

Operators of personal watercraft on the Far South Coast, such as jet skis, are advised 

to be on their best behaviour with the start of a statewide safety campaign this 

weekend. There were issues with jet skiers not doing the right thing on the Narooma 

inlet over the Christmas break with the local boating safety officer having to deal 

speeding jet skis. NSW Maritime executive director Angus Mitchell said the Ride 

Smart safety operation would run from Saturday, January 13 to sundown Monday, 

January 22. 

The operation will see Roads and Maritime Services boating safety officers on a 

number of NSW waterways with the aim to remind jet skiers of their responsibilities 

https://pakobserver.net/pn-geared-cpec-challenges-gwadar-port-operations-kaleem/
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and the rules of safe operation.“Personal watercraft are popular but are essentially 

very mobile miniaturised powerboats and must be used correctly for the enjoyment of 

all water users,” Mr Mitchell said. “All personal watercraft must be registered for 

operation on NSW waterways and anyone operating any type of personal watercraft at 

any speed must carry a special licence which can only be obtained once a person has 

already qualified for a powerboat licence in NSW. “So by definition, personal 

watercraft riders are some of the best informed boaters. These riders know everyone 

on board a craft needs be wearing a lifejacket at all times and not operate before 

sunrise or after sunset. “Riders also know there are certain exclusion zones for 

personal watercraft, including the waters of Sydney Harbour and all tidal bays, rivers 

and tributaries including the Parramatta River, Middle Harbour and Lane Cove River. 

“The majority of people do the right thing when riding jet skis but boating safety 

officers will be carrying out targeted on-water patrols, randomly stopping jet skiers 

and checking licences. “Officers will also be checking for appropriate lifejacket wear as 

well as keeping an eye out for any irregular riding. Operators who are in breach of 

boating laws face on the spot fines. “There will also be a focus on ensuring any towing 

activities involving personal watercraft are being carried out safely and in accordance 

with the boating regulations.” 

Source: www.naroomanewsonline.com.au, 12 January 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.naroomanewsonline.com.au/story/5164098/maritime-safety-operation-to-focus-on-jet-skis/
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China building new type of naval destroyer equipped with anti-missile, 

anti-ship weapons 

A new type of naval destroyer equipped with anti-missile, anti-ship and anti-

submarine weapons is being built by China, state media reported on Friday. Workers 

are installing conduits and cables in the 10,000 -tonne vessel at Jiangnan Shipyard 

(Group) in Shanghai, state-run Xinhua news reported. It will be equipped with new air 

defence, anti-missile, anti-ship and anti-submarine weapons, the report said. 

Construction of the destroyer has focused on improving the ship’s fighting capability, 

a military representative, Leng Jun, was quoted as saying in the report. After soliciting 

opinions from military officers and soldiers, designers changed the original plan for 

helicopters on the warship, increasing the height of the cabins to improve the passing 

efficiency, a report by PLA Daily the official organ of the Chinese military said. A new 

welding technique was explored and used in building the outer hull, which was made 

of a new type of material, the report said. To provide a more comfortable environment 

for soldiers on the ship, workers used new materials to protect against shock and noise 

and increased ventilation equipment in the destroyer’s living cabins. 

The vessel will have to undergo planned testing, including equipment operation, 

berthing and sailing, before it is commissioned for use, it said. China recently has 

assigned a major role for the navy over and above the army as it expanded its global 

influence. It has commissioned one aircraft carrier and building two more. 

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 09 January 2018 

 

PLA's new-type destroyer expected to serve in S.China Sea, Indian 

Ocean: expert 

-Li Ruohan Source 

A new China-built navy destroyer is expected to be in service soon and its future 

mission might include assignments to the South China Sea and Indian Ocean, a 

Chinese navy expert said Friday.  Workers are installing conduits and cables in the 

10,000-ton vessel being outfitted at the Jiangnan Shipyard Group in Shanghai, PLA 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-building-new-type-of-naval-destroyer-equipped-with-anti-missile-anti-ship-weapons/story-RfQdziS41c6v1MBEQkW4FL.html
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Daily reported Friday, quoting Zhou Xin, a military representative stationed at the 

shipyard to oversee the building of the warship. "Putting the ship in the water is 

nothing more than building a roughcast house, while outfitting the vessel is like 

decorating the house," Zhou said.  The destroyer entered the water in June 2017, 

marking a milestone in building a strong and modern Chinese navy. "The news is a 

sign that the destroyer will soon be delivered and put into service as all the major works 

are in their final stages," Li Jie, a Beijing-based naval expert, told the Global Times on 

Friday.  PLA Daily reported that the destroyer will be equipped with new air defense, 

anti-missile, anti-ship and anti-submarine weapons. The diverse function means the 

destroyer could take extended independent missions in far-off regions, Li said.  

It can also work together with China's aircraft carrier formations, and could also 

complete missions in the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean, Li added.  

Construction of the destroyer has focused on improving the ship's fighting capability, 

another military representative, Leng Jun, was quoted as saying by the PLA Daily.  

 

However, Song Xiaojun, a Beijing-based military affairs commentator, told the Global 

Times on Friday that it will still be some time before the destroyer is capable of combat. 

"Uncertainties still exist after the hardware is finalized on the destroyer, as the new 

facilities and weapons still need more tests. The maintenance and use of the new 

facilities also need coordinated efforts from the shipbuilder and user, meaning the PLA 

Navy," Song explained.  After soliciting opinions from military officers and soldiers, 

the designers changed the original plan for helicopters on the warship, increasing the 

height of the cabins to improve passage, the PLA Daily said. A new welding technique 

was explored and used in building the outer hull, which was made of a new-type 

material, the report said.  To provide a more comfortable environment for soldiers on 

the ship, workers used new materials to protect against shock and noise and improved 

ventilation in the destroyer's living quarters.  The vessel will have to undergo testing, 

including its equipment, berthing and sailing, before it is commissioned for use. 

 

Source: globaltimes, 05 January 2018 

 

Foreign submarine enters Japan's contiguous zone 

Japan's Defense Ministry says a foreign submarine was sailing underwater in the 

contiguous zone just outside territorial waters in Okinawa Prefecture on Wednesday 

and Thursday. Ministry officials say the submarine apparently belongs to the Chinese 

Navy, as a Chinese frigate was spotted nearby. The officials say a Maritime Self-

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1083548.shtml
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Defense Force vessel on Wednesday afternoon spotted a submarine sailing underwater 

off Miyako Island in the southern prefecture. They say the submarine continued to 

move northwest and left the contiguous zone into the East China Sea without 

resurfacing. The officials say the submarine again entered Japan's contiguous zone on 

Thursday morning off Taisho Island of the Senkaku Islands. 

International law requires submarines to surface and hoist the national flag when 

navigating through territorial waters of other nations, but not in contiguous zones. 

 

Also off Taisho Island, a Chinese Navy frigate reportedly entered the contiguous zone 

twice on Thursday. The officials say neither vessel entered Japanese territorial waters. 

They say both left the contiguous zone on Thursday afternoon. 

The ministry is closely monitoring the submarine's move and collecting information. 

Vice Foreign Minister Shinsuke Sugiyama summoned Chinese Ambassador Cheng 

Yonghua to lodge a protest on Thursday. Sugiyama expressed grave concern and 

stressed that China should not stem the tide for improving Japan-China relations. 

Japan controls the Senkaku Islands. The Japanese government maintains that the 

islands are an inherent part of Japan's territory. China and Taiwan claim them. 

Ministry officials say Cheng rebuffed Japan's protest, saying the islands are part of 

China's territory. After the meeting, the ambassador left the ministry without 

responding to reporters' questions. 

Source: nhk.or.jp, 11 January 2018 

 

Iran Navy Commandos in China to Join Oil Tanker Rescue Efforts 

- Tasnim News Agency 

Iran’s Navy dispatched a team of experts and commandos to China on Wednesday 

night for a heliborne operation at the site of a ship crash in the East China Sea that 

caused a roaring fire at an Iranian oil tanker, which has been burning since January 6. 

According to Navy officer Captain Mohsen Bahrami, the team, including Navy experts 

and up to 12 commandos, was dispatched to the crash site for heliborne operation to 

save possible survivors of the tragic incident. China will provide the Iranian military 

group with the necessary equipment, he added. A lawmaker told Tasnim on 

Wednesday that the dispatch of the military team follows arrangements between the 

navies of the two countries. Iranian oil tanker ‘Sanchi’ which collided with a Chinese 

freight ship in the East China Sea on Saturday is still on fire after several days. 

Rescuers from China, South Korea, and Japan have been struggling to control the blaze 

and find survivors, if any. The Panama-registered tanker was carrying 136,000 tons of 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20180111_20/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/author/tasnim-news-agency/
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condensate, an ultra-light crude that is highly flammable and to South Korea, 

equivalent to about 1 million barrels and worth about $60 million. Bad weather at the 

sea has made the rescue and cleanup efforts difficult. On Wednesday, Reuters quoted 

South Korea’s Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries as saying that the stricken oil tanker 

could burn for as long as one month 

Source: eurasiareview, 12 January 2018 

 

US, India Can Announce Major Deals in Intelligence, Fighter Aircraft 

The United States is more than just another defence equipment supplier to India and 

the two sides can announce major pacts in areas such as intelligence, surveillance and 

fighter aircraft production next year, newly appointed Ambassador Kenneth Juster 

said on Thursday. Cooperation with India on defence and counter-terrorism to 

enhance the long-term stability and security of the Indo-Pacific region is a key pillar, 

he said. 

In his first public speech after taking over as the ambassador in November, he said an 

equally important objective is to continue support to India as a net provider of regional 

security, “capable of responding successfully to threats to peace”, especially in the 

Indian Ocean and its vicinity. The combination of goals of India’s interest in 

technology and engaging in co-development and co-production of military equipment 

and the US’ interest in safeguarding information and technology is in increasing the 

interoperability of the forces of the two countries, he said. “With that in mind, perhaps 

in the next year we can announce major agreements enabling cooperation in areas 

such as intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance platforms; fighter aircraft 

production and co-development of next generation systems, including a Future 

Vertical Lift platform or Advanced Technology Ground Combat Vehicles,” Juster said. 

India and the US had in 2016 signed the bilateral Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement to give their militaries access to each other’s facilities for supplies and 

repairs. Another way to step up defence cooperation, he said, is through military 

exchanges. “Over time, the two sides should expand officer exchanges at our war 

colleges and our training facilities, and even at some point post reciprocal military 

liaison officers at our respective combatant commands,” the ambassador said. 

Source: thewire.in, 12 January 2018 

 

https://www.eurasiareview.com/12012018-iran-navy-commandos-in-china-to-join-oil-tanker-rescue-efforts/
https://thewire.in/213054/us-india-can-announce-major-deals-in-intelligence-fighter-aircraft/
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Ukraine naval aviation, U.S. Navy ship hold joint training in Black Sea 

Ukrainian naval aviation and Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS 

CARNEY (DDG 64) held joint PASSEX training in the Black Sea, according to the 

Ministry of Defense of Ukraine. 

 

These maneuvers were aimed to work out cooperation under NATO standards and 

increase the interoperability. Following the scenario, Ukrainian helicopters Ka-27 

landed on the deck of the U.S. destroyer, reads the ministry's report. Read also U.S.-

Ukraine weapons deal has Russia up in arms - Stratfor "We are used to holding this 

type of maneuvers. Meanwhile, every time we get new knowledge and enhance our 

professional skills cooperating with our foreign partners," said Acting Deputy Navy 

Commander, 2nd Rank Captain Andrii Kurylenko. USS CARNEY (DDG 64) docked 

in Odesa port on January 8-11. 

Source: www.unian.info, 12 January 2018 

 

Indian Navy decommissions warships INS Nirbhik and INS Nirghat  

 

MUMBAI: Warships INS Nirbhik and INS Nirghat were decommissioned here, after 

serving the Navy for 30 and 28 years respectively.  The warships were decommissioned 

at a solemn ceremony at the Naval Dockyard yesterday, a Defence spokesperson said 

today.  The ceremony involved traditional lowering of the ensign and commissioning 

pendants with playing of 'Last Post'.  The chief guest for the ceremony was Rear 

Admiral R B Pandit, Flag Officer Commanding Wes Rear Admiral R B Pandit, Flag 

Officer Commanding Western Fleet, who had commanded INS Nirghat earlier, the 

spokesperson said in a statement here.  Cdr V R Naphade, (Retd) and Commodore S 

Mampully, (Retd), the commissioning Commanding Officers of Nirbhik and Nirghat 

respectively were the guests of honour.  The ships, belonging to the Killer squadron, 

are inheritors of a proud legacy as their original avatars were flag bearers of the naval 

offencive action on Karachi harbour during the India-Pakistan war in 1971. The 

warships, in their new avatar, were commissioned at Poti, in the erstwhile USSR on 

December 21, 1987 and December 15, 1989 respectively.  They participated in many 

operations including Op Parakram and Vijay and were deployed off Gujarat on many 

occasions for patrolling, the spokesperson said.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 12 January 2018 

https://www.unian.info/society/2342603-ukraine-naval-aviation-us-navy-ship-hold-joint-training-in-black-sea.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-navy-decommissions-warships-ins-nirbhik-and-ins-nirghat/articleshow/62475469.cms
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How Chabahar port will benefit all neighbouring countries 

- Yogi Aggarwal 

Iran has just opened a new port at Chabahar, 80 km west of the Pakistani port of 

Gwadar, that will greatly facilitate India’s trade with Afghanistan and with landlocked 

countries of Central Asia. Though it is much smaller with more modest aims than its 

more ambitious neighbour, Chabahar is also expected to open a new route to Central 

Asia and on to Russia and Europe. 

Beyond India’s immediate concern in Afghanistan, Chabahar port is also important 

for the country since it opens the route to Central Asia with a promise of huge gains in 

trade. The current trade between India and the Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, 

Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan is under $1.5 billlion, compared 

to the trade of nearly $40 billion that these countries have with China. Better 

connectivity via Chabahar port and the planned roads and railways could multiply 

their trade figures with India several times. The landlocked countries have strategic 

and high-value minerals, including uranium, copper, titanium, ferroalloys, yellow 

phosphorus, iron ore, rolled metal, propane, butane, zinc, coking coal, and Kazakhstan 

alone wants to increase its non-oil exports by 50 per cent by 2025. And without direct 

transport access, India cannot procure the Central Asian riches needed for its 

manufacturing economy. 

It’s also being seen by many observers as opening a new Great Game between the two 

largest countries in the world in the oil and mineral-rich region of Central Asia. That 

is an overstatement. The Chinese investment in Gwadar is much more, and its trade 

with Central Asia much higher. The Indian aim is smaller, but more specific. Apart 

from greater ease of moving goods and people to and from Central Asia and 

Afghanistan by not having to travel through Pakistan, India’s steel companies such as 

SAIL have invested heavily in huge iron ore deposits in Hajigaj in the Bamiyan region 

of central Afghanistan. This is the largest Indian investment in that country and has 

ample scope for generating employment and meeting the needs of the country. The 

investment will be much larger than the $2 billion promised by India to build the port 

and the road and rail connections that are needed. But unless these connecting links 

are established, the steel complex would not be functional. The goodwill of the Afghan 
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people towards India is based on the many projects such as a dam, the new Parliament 

building, power lines to the capital, buses, hospitals and skill training schools. The new 

port is important since it would allow India to send emergency food supplies and to 

conduct more open and increased trade with Afghanistan. 

Chabahar thus has its own strategic importance, and seeing it as a counter-weight to 

the Chinese investment in Gwadar is of secondary importance. China’s investment in 

Gwadar is much larger, and it has committed to invest $46 billion to develop the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. It also plans to send 30,000 troops to protect its 

investment, besides another 10,000 troops from Pakistan. Given the scale of Gwadar, 

it is foolish to see the two ports as competitors. Instead, as Iran has proclaimed, it is 

better to view them as “sisters” who complement each other. 

One should also remember that the passage of trucks from Chahabar into Afghanistan 

is not entirely secure. Indian goods travelling to Kabul or Herat will have to pass 

through, or close to, some of the most dangerous parts of the country. Chahabar is also 

part of one of Iran’s most volatile regions, where anti-regime Sunni insurgents have 

launched repeated attacks. Though increased trade will eventually help improve the 

security situation, the persistence of the insurgency might take a long time to resolve 

and may also involve deals with militant groups. Despite the potential hazards, 

however, the development of Chahabar and the transport links to it constitute an 

important part of New Delhi’s strategic policy. India has important plans for the 

future. Some of its prominent features include: 

• In July 2016, India began shipping $150 million worth of rail tracks to Chabahar to 

develop the port container tracks and build the $1.6 billion Chabahar-Zahedan railway 

built by India’s Ircon International, for which India pledged an additional $400 

million. 

• India will execute and operate two berths in Chabahar Port Phase-I, with capital 

investment of $85.21 million and annual revenue expenditure of $22.95 million on a 

10-year lease. 

• India is finalising a plan to construct a 900-km Chabahar-Zahedan-Hajigak railway 

line that will connect Chabahar in Iran to the mineral-rich Hajigak region of 

Afghanistan. This will help the seven Indian companies which acquired rights in 2011 

to mine central Afghanistan’s Hajigak region, which contain Asia’s largest deposits of 

iron ore. 
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• The Indian government has pledged to spend $2 billion in developing supporting 

infrastructure. This will free Afghanistan from Pakistan to reach the outer world, 

giving India access to Afghanistan and beyond. 

• This has the potential for several times more trade via connectivity to the 7,200-km-

long multi-mode North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), connecting to Europe and 

Turkey, and Trans-Siberian Highway across Russia, and the planned Herat to Mazar-

e-Sharif railway, providing access to countries in Central Asia. These projects will give 

greater connectivity to Afghanistan with its neighbours. 

Chabahar port has the potential to be an essential economic and strategic corridor, 

linking India to Afghanistan and Central Asia. But it can only be fulfilled if China and 

Pakistan both cooperate and see the project as not being one of strategic conflict but 

one whose economic benefits could flow to all countries in the neighbourhood. This is 

what Iran wants and what India should support. 

Source: www.asianage.com, 04 january 2018 

 

Cruise Traffic Rebounds at Port of Mombasa 

Cruise traffic is on the rise again at the port of Mombasa, Kenya. Four boutique ships 

have arrived since October, including the Silver Spirit, the Fulk Al Salamah, and 

the Nautica, which returned for a second visit on Thursday. One additional vessel 

canceled a call on November 3 due to the political unrest surrounding Kenya's 

presidential election, according to Kenya Ports Authority spokesman Haji Masemo.  

All together, nearly 2,800 tourists have arrived at Kenya's cruise port over the past 

four months - a small number compared with airport arrivals, but an important 

contribution nonetheless. Piracy in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean slowed 

cruise tourism in the region for many years, and a brief resurgence of Somali pirate 

activity in early 2017 had a negative impact. However, with the recent return of 

boutique cruise ships, Mombasa may begin to benefit from its recent investments in 

the cruise industry.  

In late 2016, construction began on a new $3.4 million terminal at Mombasa, financed 

under a public-private partnership between the government of Kenya and Trade Mark 

East Africa. At the time construction began, the seaport said that it hoped to boost 

cruise tourism arrivals by 140,000 more visitors annually - an order of magnitude over 

http://www.asianage.com/india/all-india/040118/how-chabahar-port-will-benefit-all-neighbouring-countries.html
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historic levels. "We are very keen on improving our port in this area to attract more 

passenger vessels and fully exploit the great potential that exists in our Blue Economy," 

said managing director Catherine Mturi in announcing the project.  

The new terminal was expected to be completed in July, but as of late November it was 

not yet finished. Top tourism official Najib Balala warned that the delay risked 

Mombasa's chance at inclusion in cruise lines' itineraries for future years. “If we don’t 

commit and we lack a tangible programme, cruise ship operators will not put us on 

their schedule,” he told The Star. Mturi said that external work on the terminal is 

already complete, and that the entirety of the facility will be ready by the middle of 

2018.  

Source: maritime-executive.com, 04 January 2018 

 

Philippines to lodge protest over apparent Chinese airbase in South China 

Sea 

MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines will make a diplomatic protest to China, which the 

southeast Asian nation’s defense minister described as having reneged on a promise not 

to militarize artificial islands in the busy South China Sea waterway. The United States 

has criticized China’s build-up of military facilities on the artificial islands and is 

concerned they could be used to restrict free movement along the key trade route. 

Philippine Defence Secretary Delfin Lorenzana’s comment followed a Dec. 30 broadcast 

of aerial footage by the official China Central Television (CCTV) showing Fiery Cross 

Reef, which appeared to have been transformed into an airbase.  “The Chinese 

government said some time ago that they were not going to militarize those reclaimed 

islands,” Lorenzana told reporters, adding that the protest would be made through the 

foreign ministry. “If it is true and we can prove that they have been putting soldiers and 

even weapons systems, that will be a violation of what they said.” Asked about the 

protest, China’s foreign ministry spokesman said the construction was on the country’s 

territory and was intended to aid peace in the region, as well as maritime safety and 

disaster prevention. “Of course, China also needs to construct necessary defense 

equipment for its territory,” the spokesman, Lu Kang, told a regular briefing on Tuesday. 

“The relevant equipment is not directed at any particular country.” China and the 

Philippines have long sparred over the South China Sea, but relations have improved 

considerably under President Rodrigo Duterte, who has been courting Beijing in hopes 

of winning business and investment. 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/cruise-traffic-rebounds-at-port-of-mombasa
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China has assured the Philippines it will not occupy new features or territory in the South 

China Sea, under a new “status quo” brokered by Manila as both sides try to strengthen 

their relations. Reports about China militarizing reclaimed islands were not new, 

presidential spokesman Harry Roque told a regular news briefing. “We have always been 

against the militarization of the area,” he added. “It is certainly not OK, because it 

constitutes a further threat to peace and security in area.” China is holding to a 

commitment not to reclaim more islands, Roque added, however. “There is still no breach 

of the good faith obligation for as long as China has not embarked on new reclamation,” 

he said, when asked about the situation on the reef. China has denied U.S. charges that 

it is militarizing the South China Sea, which also is claimed by Brunei, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. The reef has a hospital with more than 50 doctors, 

high-speed mobile connections and an airport with a runway of 3,160 meters (3,456 

yards) to serve what Beijing calls a “weather station” equipped with radar, Chinese state 

media say. In the last 27 years, China’s navy has sent more than 1,000 soldiers to guard 

the reef, state media have said. 

Source: www.reuters.com, 09 January 2018 

 

Chabahar Port will present win- win situation for both India, Iran: 

Gadkari 

New Delhi, Jan 10 (UNI) Chabahar Port was very important for both India and Iran, and 

offered a win-win situation to both countries, Union Minister of Shipping, Road 

Transport and Highways, Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvenation Nitin Gadkari said here on Wednesday. Mr Gadkari held bilateral talks 

with Dr Abbas Akhoundi, Iranian Minister of Roads and Urban Development in New 

Delhi.  Talking to mediapersons after the talks, Mr Gadkari termed the discussions as 

very fruitful and said Chabahar Port would be a growth engine for India as it opened up 

an alternate route for exports to Afghanistan and Russia.  

It would also open up business opportunities for investors of both India and Iran to 

invest in each other’s country, he said.  The Minister said the two countries have sorted 

out all issues pertaining to the Chabahar Port in their discussions today.  He also said 

the Indo-Iran Joint Business Seminar was a fruitful exercise for exploring business 

opportunities in the two countries.  Mr Gadkari expressed confidence that today’s 

meeting would help to further strengthen the good relations between the two 

countries.  Dr Akhoundi spoke of various infrastructure projects in Iran and highlighted 

the investor friendly business environment, particularly in the transportation and 

logistics sector. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-philippines-china/philippines-to-protest-to-china-over-apparent-airbase-on-manmade-island-idUSKBN1EY0H8
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The talks were preceded by an Indo-Iran Joint Business Seminar attended by officials 

and nearly a hundred delegates from the public and private sector and various trade 

bodies from both countries.  The Indo-Iran Joint Business Seminar held earlier during 

the day focussed on Chabahar Port, opportunities in Free Zone and Transit 

Corridors.  Minister of State for Shipping, Road Transport and Highways and Chemicals 

and Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya spoke about the initiatives taken by the 

Government to enhance bilateral cooperation in the maritime sector.  Presentations 

were made by the Managing Director, India Port Global Limited, the Managing Director 

of Port and Maritime Organisation of Iran and by their Deputy Minister of Transport, 

on Transit Corridors and Transhipment.  The business event was attended by nearly a 

hundred delegates from the public and private sector and various trade bodies from both 

countries.  

 

Source: www.uniindia.com, 10 January 2018 

 

Iran, India to Finalize Railroad Project Deal 

In a meeting with India’s ambassador to Tehran, Iranian Deputy Road Minister 

Kheirollah Khademi highlighted the significance of financing for the major railroad 

project southeast of Iran. In his trip to India, Iran’s Minister of Roads and Urban 

Development Abbas Akhoundi would hold talks on Tehran-New Delhi cooperation in 

the transportation industry and details of an agreement on Indian financing for the 

completion of Zahedan-Chabahar railroad would be finalized, Khademi added. For his 

part, the envoy voiced New Delhi’s willingness to cooperate with Tehran in carrying out 

the railroad project, which would facilitate exports via Iran’s strategic port city of 

Chabahar. 

In August 2017, India's Transport and Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari visited Iran for 

talks on various issues, including the development of Chabahar. Chabahar is the closest 

and best access point of Iran to the Indian Ocean and Iran has devised serious plans to 

turn it into a transit hub for immediate access to markets in the northern part of the 

Indian Ocean and Central Asia. Based on a preliminary agreement signed between the 

two countries last in 2015, India was supposed invest $85 million over the construction 

of two berths at Chabahar port. It was halted, however, after India postponed the 

payment of its investment share. 

Source: www.tasnimnews.com, 10 january 2018 

http://www.uniindia.com/news/india/chabahar-port-will-present-win-win-situation-for-both-india-iran-gadkari/1102252.html
https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2018/01/10/1624304/iran-india-to-finalize-railroad-project-deal
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Solar modules stuck at Indian ports due to import duty dispute 

- Neha Dasgupta, Sudarshan Varadhan 

Solar modules worth more than $150 million are stuck at various Indian ports due to 

a dispute over their classification and the import tax applicable to them, sources said, 

which could delay Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s clean energy goals. Modi has set 

an ambitious target of nearly tripling the country’s total renewable energy capacity to 

175 gigawatt (GW) by 2022, spurring global firms including Japan’s SoftBank and 

Goldman Sachs to invest in solar projects in the country. Most of the solar modules 

come from China, but several consignments are now held up because customs officials 

have demanded that some of them be classified as “electric motors and generators”, 

attracting a 7.5 percent duty, not as “diodes, transistors and similar semi-conductor 

devices” with no duty. Two customs officials in the southern port of Chennai confirmed 

the issue regarding the classification. C. Narasimhan, president of the Indian Solar 

Association, said that up to 2,000 solar module containers are now stranded at four 

major ports. “Port disruptions like this will hamper the country’s progress towards 

achieving the target of 100 GW in installed solar capacity by 2022,” said Narasimhan, 

a former lawmaker. 

The Indian unit of Germany’s Enerparc had 30 of its containers stuck at Chennai for 

three weeks as it finished some “paperwork” and paid a demurrage - a charge for failing 

to discharge the ship on time - of about 7 million rupees ($110,471), its Managing 

Director Santosh Khatelsal said. The renewable energy ministry has already asked the 

finance ministry to resolve the matter without disrupting business, said a government 

official with direct knowledge of the matter. Any duty is bad news for project 

developers such as SoftBank-backed SB Energy but good for local solar component 

makers such as Indosolar and Moser Baer. Indian manufacturers have struggled to 

compete with Chinese companies such as Trina Solar and Yingli and have sought anti-

dumping duties as well as long-term safeguards. “The interests of domestic 

manufacturers and developers should be protected with least harm,” said the 

government official, who declined to be named. “The dispute has the potential to 

disrupt deployment by increasing the cost of projects but at the same time might 

protect the domestic manufacturers.” The finance ministry is examining a proposal 

from the renewable ministry to exempt projects bid earlier from paying the duty, the 

official said. Spokesmen for the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy declined to comment. 

https://www.reuters.com/journalists/neha-dasgupta
https://www.reuters.com/journalists/sudarshan-varadhan
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Raj Kumar Singh, the minister for power and renewable energy, recently told 

parliament that the government was working on remedying the problem. 

Source: reuters, 05 January 2018 

 

 

India changes port bidding rules to spur investment 

Stepping up its reform pace, the government of India has issued a new set of bidding 

guidelines for public-private-partnership (PPP) contracts at major or public ports that 

authorities believe will help address investor concerns surrounding the existing model 

concession agreement (MCA). The revised rules are broadly modeled on the bidding 

approach used for PPP projects in the highway sector. The government said the 

changes are a followup to extensive stakeholder consultations and apply to prospective 

projects. The new policy's chief provisions include: facilitating an easier exit route for 

concessionaires and a market-driven rate regime that could place operators at major 

ports on a level playing field with rivals at minor ports. Under the changes, 

concessionaires have an option to exit projects by divesting up to 100 percent 

ownership after two years of commissioning. Current provisions require developers to 

maintain a 51 percent equity holding for six years and a 26 percent stake throughout 

the stipulated concession term in respective project special-purpose companies. 

 Further, reforms that improve investor flexibility and/or confidence are, all other 

factors being equal, likely to stimulate trade — a positive for India's growing economy 

and global trade involvement. New data collected by JOC.com show container volumes 

via Indian major ports in the April-to-December period surged 7.6 percent year over 

year to 6.8 million TEU from 6.3 million TEU. That growth trend backs the forecast by 

Maersk Line in a recent trade survey. Under the announced changes, developers can 

pay royalties to landlord ports on a “per million tonne of cargo/TEU handled” basis, 

subject to variations in the wholesale price index, annually. Under the present model, 

revenue share is payable on gross revenue with rate bands fixed by the Tariff Authority 

for Major Ports (TAMP), and does not take into account any discount extended to 

customers. “The problems associated with fixing storage charges by TAMP and 

collection of revenue share on storage charges, which has plagued many projects, will 

also be eliminated,” the statement said. Other major new provisions include a 

reduction in applicable port charges for use of additional waterfront spaces from the 

current 200 percent to 120 percent; freedom to deploy upgraded capacity equipment, 

facilities, and technologies to achieve higher productivity and improved utilization of 

assets; compensation entitlements if local laws — such as environmental, labor, and 

https://www.reuters.com/article/india-solar/solar-modules-stuck-at-indian-ports-due-to-import-duty-dispute-idUSL4N1P03IA
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taxes — change with a potential impact on the financial viability of projects; a separate 

constitutional body to address disputes between concessionaires and landlord ports; 

and an online complaint application for terminal users. “The amendments have been 

proposed keeping in view the experience gained in managing PPP projects in [the] port 

sector during the last 20 years and to obviate the problems being faced on account of 

certain provisions in the existing MCA,” the government stated. 

 Furthermore, the changes are seen as imperative to refueling private participation in 

the country’s port sector, which has drawn lukewarm investor interest in recent years, 

forcing authorities to scrap or tweak tenders. For example, the much-hyped 4 million 

TEU mega terminal plan at the Port of Chennai was abandoned in 2014, as was a 

similar attempt by the Port of Kandla a few years ago. 

Source: www.joc.com, 04 January 2018 

 

Saudi Arabia to Provide Oman With Rare Grant to Develop Port Hub 

-  Abbas Al Lawati 

 

Oman has accepted a $210 million grant from Saudi Arabia to fund two projects at its 

flagship Arabian Sea port of Duqm, a rare agreement between two countries that often 

differ on some of the Middle East’s biggest disputes. The funding, to be provided by 

the Saudi Development Fund, will finance a 61-million-rial ($158 million) fishing 

facility and a road costing 20 million rials, state-run Oman News Agency reported 

Thursday. Oman wants to develop Duqm into a major hub, and is building a 230,000 

barrel per day oil refinery there with Kuwait. Muscat rarely takes handouts. The Gulf 

Cooperation Council offered it a $10 billion aid package following protests in 2011, but 

it’s not known how much, if anything, was disbursed. Following reports of a 1-billion-

dirham grant by the United Arab Emirates in 2014, Oman’s foreign minister said his 

country had “never asked for it.” “This grant comes within the framework of 

developing economic cooperation between the two countries” and programs to 

develop the GCC, Omani Finance Minister Darwish Al Balushi said. The Saudi fund 

also set aside $150 million to finance Omani small- and medium-sized enterprises. 

Muscat hosted secret negotiations that led to the 2015 nuclear agreement between 

world powers and Saudi Arabia’s arch-nemesis Iran. It has also refused to take sides 

in Riyadh’s war in Yemen and boycott of Qatar. 

Source: www.bloomberg.com, 04 January 2018 

https://www.joc.com/port-news/asian-ports/india-changes-port-bidding-rules-spur-investment_20180104.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-01-14/plane-dangles-off-cliff-after-skidding-off-runway-in-turkey
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Warming Arctic linked to summer washouts 

Record wet summers and severe snowfall in Britain could be linked to Arctic warming, 

according to scientists. Researchers investigating a series of weather patterns 

including exceptional levels of rain in the summers of 2007 and 2012 and heavy 

snowfall in the winters of 2009/10 and 2010/11 examined the position of the north 

Atlantic jet stream. The unusual weather conditions each corresponded with 

pronounced moves in the North Atlantic Oscillation index, showing extreme north and 

southward movements of the jet stream. The researchers also found a link between the 

jet stream’s altered path in the summer and areas of high pressure that remained 

largely stationary over Greenland. The scientists said that this would distort the path 

of storms across the north Atlantic. 

Source: thetimes, 01 January 2018 

 

Low Oxygen Levels, Coral Bleaching Getting Worse in Oceans 

- Seth Borenstein 

Global warming is making the world's oceans sicker, depleting them of oxygen and 

harming delicate coral reefs more often, two studies show. The lower oxygen levels are 

making marine life far more vulnerable, the researchers said. Oxygen is crucial for 

nearly all life in the oceans, except for a few microbes. "If you can't breathe, nothing 

else matters. That pretty much describes it," said study lead author Denise Breitburg, 

a marine ecologist at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center. "As seas are 

losing oxygen, those areas are no longer habitable by many organisms." She was on a 

team of scientists, convened by the United Nations, who reported that the drop in 

oxygen levels is getting worse, choking large areas, and is more of a complex problem 

than previously thought. A second study finds that severe bleaching caused by warmer 

waters is hitting once-colorful coral reefs four times more often than they used to a few 

decades ago. Both studies are in Thursday's edition of the journal Science . 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/warming-arctic-linked-to-summer-washouts-jvlfftgm2
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When put all together, there are more than 12 million square miles (32 million square 

kilometers) of ocean with low oxygen levels at a depth of several hundred feet (200 

meters), according to the scientists with the Global Ocean Oxygen Network. That 

amounts to an area bigger than the continents of Africa or North America, an increase 

of about 16 percent since 1950. Their report is the most comprehensive look at oxygen 

deprivation in the world's seas. "The low oxygen problem is the biggest 

unknown climate change consequence out there," said Lisa Levin, a study co-author 

and professor of biological oceanography at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. 

Levin said researchers have seen coastal "dead zones" from fertilizer pollution from 

farms before, as well as areas of low oxygen in open ocean blamed on warmer waters, 

but this study shows how the two problems are interconnected with common causes 

and potential solutions. "Just off Southern California, we've lost 20 to 30 percent of 

our oxygen off the outer shelf," Levin said. "That's a huge loss." 

Some low oxygen levels in the world's ocean are natural, but not this much, Breitburg 

said. A combination of changes in winds and currents — likely from climate change — 

is leaving oxygen on the surface, and not bringing it down lower as usual. On top of 

that, warmer water simply doesn't hold as much oxygen and less oxygen dissolves and 

gets into the water, she said. "Oxygen loss is a real and significant problem in the 

oceans," said University of Georgia marine scientist Samantha Joye, who wasn't part 

of the study but praised it. Levels of ocean oxygen are "changing potentially faster than 

higher organisms can cope." In a separate study, a team of experts looked at 100 coral 

reefs around the globe and how often they have had severe bleaching since 1980. 

Bleaching is caused purely by warmer waters, when it's nearly 2 degrees (1 degree 

Celsius) above the normal highest temperatures for an area. 

In the early 1980s, bleaching episodes would happen at a rate of once every 25 to 30 

year. As of 2016, they now are happening just under once every six years, the study 

found. Bleaching isn't quite killing the delicate corals, but making them extremely sick 

by breaking down the crucial microscopic algae living inside the coral. Bleaching is like 

"ripping out your guts" for coral, said study co-author Mark Eakin, coordinator of the 

Coral Reef Watch program for the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. Guam has been one of the hardest places hit with eight severe 

bleaching outbreaks since 1994, four of them in the last five years, Eakin said. The 

Florida Keys, Puerto Rico and Cuba have been hit seven times. It takes time to recover 

from bleaching, and the increased frequency means coral doesn't get the chance to 

recover before the next outbreak, Eakin said. 
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Only six of the 100 coral reefs weren't hit by severe bleaching: four around Australia, 

one in the Indian Ocean and another off South Africa. Georgia Tech climate scientist 

Kim Cobb, who studies reefs but wasn't part of this international team, applauded the 

research and said that as the world warms more there will be "profound and lasting 

damage on global reefs." 

Source: abcnews.go.com, 04 January 2018 

 

A giant oil tanker is on fire and could explode in the South China Sea 

- Amanda Erickson 

Three days after it collided with another ship off the coast of Shanghai, the tanker 

Sanchi is on fire and leaking oil into the East China Sea. And experts fear that is not 

even the worst-case scenario. At least 30 Iranians and two Bangladeshi citizens were 

aboard the tanker when the collision occurred. One body has been recovered but not 

publicly identified. Rescue crews said there were no signs of survivors. Since the crash, 

the Sanchi has been billowing thick plumes of black smoke into the air. Unless the fire 

can be brought under control, officials worry that the ship might explode and sink, 

releasing its 1 million barrels of oil into the water. The resulting spill would be about 

three times as big as the Exxon Valdez spill of 1989, one of the worst environmental 

disasters in history. It would double what the Prestige oil tanker released when it sank 

off the coast of Spain in 2002. That accident damaged beaches in France, Spain and 

Portugal, and led to the closure of one of Spain's richest fishing areas. 

(Some of the worst spills in history have been even bigger. When the Deepwater 

Horizon drilling rig exploded off the southern coast of the United States in 2010, it 

spilled about 210 million gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. In 1979, the Atlantic 

Empress and the Aegean Captain collided, resulting in a 90-million-gallon oil spill. A 

1991 explosion aboard the tanker ABT Summer off the coast of Angola spilled about 

80 million gallons.) 

The Sanchi was transporting oil from Iran to South Korea on Saturday when it ran into 

the CF Crystal, a Hong Kong-registered ship carrying grain from the United States. 

The crash occurred about 160 miles off the coast of Shanghai and near the mouth of 

the Yangtze River. The cause remains unknown. Experts are especially worried 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/low-oxygen-levels-coral-bleaching-worse-oceans-52146509
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because the ship is carrying condensate, an ultralight version of crude oil. Condensate 

is highly toxic and even more combustible than regular crude oil. It also is nearly 

colorless and odorless, which makes it difficult to detect. 

"This stuff actually kills the microbes that break the oil down," Simon Boxall of the 

National Oceanography Center at the University of Southampton told the BBC. "If she 

sinks with a lot of cargo intact, then you have a time bomb on the sea bed which will 

slowly release the condensate."An oil leak into the East China Sea could also have a 

serious effect on the waterfront's wildlife. If the ship does not sink, the environmental 

impact would be much more limited. Much of the oil — between 40 percent and 70 

percent — would probably evaporate in hours. Of course, if those fumes drift toward 

towns and cities, they could aggravate existing health conditions or lead to coughing 

and asthma. 

An international effort has been launched to try to stem the worst effects of the 

accident. But rescue and cleanup efforts are being hampered by bad weather, along 

with thick smoke and toxic fumes wafting from the ship. "The poisonous gas ... is very 

harmful to rescue workers in the field," according to a statement from the Shanghai 

Maritime Bureau."The environment and the conditions on the ground are not very 

favorable for search-and-rescue work, and some crew members are still missing," said 

Lu Kang, a spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry. The accident occurred in an area 

known as the "new Bermuda triangle" because it is so dangerous. At least 33 ships were 

lost in the area in 2016, according to Die Welt. 

Source: chicagotribune, 08 January 2018 

 

Burning Tanker Suffers Multiple Explosions 

The burning Iranian oil tanker Sanchi has drifted into Japanese waters, the Japan 

Coast Guard announced Friday. In a statement, the agency said that Sanchi is now 

about 150 nm to the northwest of Amami Oshima in the East China Sea, within Japan's 

exclusive economic zone. She is drifting southwards at about 1.2 knots.  In a press 

conference Friday, the Shanghai Maritime Safety Administration said that the fire 

remains large and that explosions continue on board. Blasts on the 10th and 11th 

forced rescue workers to retreat; the authority warned that there is a risk of a larger 

explosion followed by sinking.  Photos published by Chinese state media showed 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-iran-oil-tanker-collision-20180108-story.html


Page 32 of 52 
 

the Sanchi's wheelhouse charred by the flames and a fire still burning forward. She has 

taken on a list to starboard, and although not confirmed by official sources, the 

imagery suggests that she is also down by the head.  

Chinese-led rescue efforts continue, but poisonous fumes from the fire and relatively 

poor surface conditions have added to the risks for responders. Weather reports 

indicate that surface winds in the area were about 15-20 knots and waves were about 

1-3 meters on Friday, an improvement over conditions earlier in the week. Xinhua 

reports that 14 vessels are involved in the attempt to extinguish the fire, with a second 

wave of response ships with more firefighting foam due to arrive on Saturday. 

Hope for the vessel's missing crew diminishes as the conflagration continues for a sixth 

day after Sanchi collided with a bulker and caught fire. However, the marine 

environment may not be at significant risk - at least, not as much risk as in a crude oil 

spill. The agency advised that the Sanchi's cargo of condensate is likely to dissipate 

from evaporation in the event of a release, with virtually all of it disappearing within 

just five hours of exposure to the atmosphere. Sanchi had about one million barrels of 

condensate on board at the time of the accident, and authorities are uncertain how 

much of her cargo may have been released. Condensate - also known as "natural 

gasoline" or "drip gas" - is a low-density mixture of petroleum liquids that are 

extracted from "wet" natural gas. It is lighter than water, and highly volatile and 

flammable. 

Source: maritime-executive, 12 January 2018 

 

Microbeads, risky to marine ecosystems, banned in United Kingdom  

-  Ryan Brower 

Microbeads, the tiny pieces of plastic personal care manufacturers add to shower gels, 

toothpastes and other items, have officially been banned in the United Kingdom. The 

ban went into effect on Tuesday, preventing manufacturers of cosmetics and personal 

care items from adding the environmentally damaging bits of plastic. According to The 

New York Times, “Microbeads that wash down drains cannot be filtered out by many 

wastewater treatment plants, meaning that tiny plastics slip easily into waterways. 

Fish and other marine animals often eat them, introducing potentially toxic 

substances into the food chain.” They also represent a portion of the growing plastic 

pollution problem in our waterways. A 2016 report by the Environmental Audit 

Committee of the House of Commons in Britain found that single shower can flush as 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/burning-tanker-suffers-multiple-explosions
https://www.grindtv.com/author/ryan-brower/?rel=author
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microbead
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/01/09/u-k-follows-u-s-banning-microbeads-cosmetics-shower-gels/1016120001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/01/09/u-k-follows-u-s-banning-microbeads-cosmetics-shower-gels/1016120001/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/09/world/europe/microbeads-ban-uk.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/09/world/europe/microbeads-ban-uk.html
https://spark.adobe.com/page/qW03f/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/qW03f/
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many as 100,000 microbeads in waterways. “The world’s seas and oceans are some of 

our most valuable natural assets and I am determined we act now to tackle the plastic 

that devastates our precious marine life,” the U.K.’s Environment Minister Therese 

Coffey said in a statement. She continued, “Microbeads are entirely unnecessary when 

there are so many natural alternatives available, and I am delighted that from today 

cosmetics manufacturers will no longer be able to add this harmful plastic to their 

rinse-off products.” The United States passed similar legislation in 2015, which 

permitted manufacturers from using microbeads in rinse-off products starting in July 

2017. And many manufacturers of these sorts of products have already phased out the 

use of the detrimental orbs. 

Source: .grindtv, 09 January 2018 

 

Man-made noise pollution killing whales along Maharashtra coast 

- Badri Chatterjee 

Increased shipping, seismic blasting and lack of regulatory provisions for noise 

pollution at sea has caused several instances of whale beaching and deaths in the last 

three years, a study by the Indian Maritime Foundation (IMF) in Pune has found. 

“Permanent degradation of the acoustic habitat for large marine mammals along the 

Maharashtra coast is leading to navigation issues and recurring stranding,” a research 

paper published in the National Maritime Journal of India earlier in January stated. 

“The average decibel levels off the Maharashtra coast, in close proximity to shipping 

activities, is nearly 80 decibels (dB). The average noise level at sea owing to shipping 

traffic is 170 dB,” said the study. The study group under the Maritime Research Centre 

of the IMF assessed individual whale-stranding incidents at Mumbai, Alibaug, 

Ratnagiri and Raigad. 

The study found that noise can harm whales depending on their proximity to the 

source, such as ships, seismic survey air guns and sonar. While noise levels over 120dB 

causes discomfort, anything above 170dB could lead to internal injuries, bleeding and 

haemorrhaging. Noise levels beyond 200dB can result in instant death. “Since 2009, 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/01/09/u-k-follows-u-s-banning-microbeads-cosmetics-shower-gels/1016120001/
https://www.grindtv.com/gear/microbead-free-waters-act/
https://www.grindtv.com/nature/microbeads-dangerous-to-marine-ecosystems-banned-in-united-kingdom/
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the west coast of India has seen a significant increase in maritime activities with a high 

density of ships engaged in anti-piracy. When these ships move in a convoy, the noise 

in the entire region goes up significantly,” said Arnab Das, authored of the paper. 

“Large marine mammals were never known to frequent areas along the west coast. 

Over time, their migratory pattern has been disturbed by excess shipping,” he said. 

The study identified that shipping noise overlaps with the vocalization signal 

characteristics (frequency at which large mammals communicate) of the Blue Whale 

and the Bryde’s whale, thus, affecting their navigation. As per the Maharashtra 

Maritime Board, almost 30,000 large ships and vessels travel along the Indian 

coastline every year. “Anthropogenic (manmade) noise is a documented threat to the 

survival of these species as it hinders their communication,” said Das. 

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 13 January 2018 

 

 

Scotland Plans To Become One Of The First Countries To Ban Plastic 

Cotton Buds 

- Madison Dapcevich 

 

In a move that experts say will cut Scotland’s marine plastic pollution in half, the 

government is proposing a ban to prohibit manufacturing and selling plastic-stemmed 

cotton buds. A proposal to introduce the ban will be put to public consultation. If 

approved, Scotland will be the first country in the UK to legislate against the plastic 

pokies. “Banning plastic cotton buds would be a clear sign of our ambition to address 

marine plastics and demonstrate further leadership on this issue,” said Scotland’s 

environment secretary, Roseanna Cunningham. You might wonder how your earwax 

cleaner makes its way from your bathroom to the beach. The answer is surprisingly 

simple: people flush them down the toilet. Scotland’s sewage infrastructure collects 

and treats around 945 million liters of waste water every day, says Cunningham. To 

put it in perspective, that's 378 Olympic size pools. During heavy rains, sewers can 

overflow into waterways and the small stems can squeeze through sewage filters. On 

the beach, the plastic from cotton swabs makes up over 60 percent of all sewer-related 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/man-made-noise-pollution-killing-whales-along-maharashtra-coast-reveals-study/story-fibHmltJmNhuia9L21bsoM.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jan/11/scotland-to-become-first-uk-ban-plastic-cotton-buds
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-42640680
https://www.mcsuk.org/downloads/pollution/PPPS%20Marine%20Plastics.pdf
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litter. Switching to paper sticks means when waterlogged they will sink to the bottom 

of sewer treatment systems, stopping them from flowing out to sea.   

A campaign that reached more than 150,000 signatures inspired retailers like 

multinational corporation Johnson & Johnson to "switch the stick" from plastic to 

paper. However, many plastic options are still imported by other companies. “For 

things that are maybe used for just five minutes to clean out ears or eye make-up – 

they can cause huge impacts on our oceans for hundreds of years,” said Catherine 

Gemmell, conservation officer with the Marine Conservation Society (MCS), in 

a statement. Last year MCS found more than 3,500 plastic cotton swabs on beaches 

across Scotland during its annual cleanup; an average of 29 for every 100 meters (328 

feet). The proposed ban follows a recent UK ban prohibiting the use of plastic 

microbeads in cosmetic and personal care products. Today, around 30 countries have 

implemented similar bans on plastic products. 

At this very moment, an estimated 5 trillion pieces of plastic are floating through the 

ocean and weigh more than 250,000 tons, according to a six-year study published 

in PLOS One. Every year 8 million tons of plastic goes into the ocean and estimates 

suggest marine plastics pollution will outweigh fish by 2050. Off the coast of 

Honduras, there is even a sea of plastic. All of this waste has a devastating effect on 

marine life, which often mistake plastic for food or habitat. 

The plastic issue is so systemic that the United Nations has warned it poses a 

serious threat to human health after a study found more than a quarter of fish markets 

in Indonesia and California contain plastic particles.  

Source: www.iflscience.com, 12 January 2018 

 

Mexico blamed for Tijuana river pollution 

Beaches on both sides of the Mexico-United States border were closed this week due 

to high pollution levels. Heavy rainfall on Tuesday carried debris known as “urban 

runoff” and untreated sewage overflow into the Tijuana river and on into the ocean. 

Authorities in Imperial Beach, California, complained that the trash and pollution had 

been carried to the ocean on the Mexican side of the border, posing a health risk. In an 

attempt to contain some of the pollution, Imperial Beach officials installed a net across 

the Tijuana river, effectively keeping the largest pieces of garbage from flowing farther 

into their territory. A brown plume stretched from the Tijuana river valley past the 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/switch-the-stick
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/johnson-johnson-cotton-buds-plastic-half-world-marine-pollution-sea-life-a7577556.html
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/bud_stick_ban
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/uk-law-banning-the-manufacturing-of-microbeads-has-just-come-into-effect/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/uk-law-banning-the-manufacturing-of-microbeads-has-just-come-into-effect/
https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/business/2017/08/list-of-countries-that-have-banned-plastic-paper-bags/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0111913
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/eight-million-tonnes-plastic-are-going-ocean-each-year/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/plastic-oceans-could-outweigh-fish-2050/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/shocking-photographs-show-a-sea-of-plastic-pollution-in-the-caribbean/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/a-finalist-explains-the-tragic-reason-he-entered-2017-wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-competition/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/microplastics-microbeads-ocean-sea-serious-health-risks-united-nations-warns-a7041036.html
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/beating-pollution-redesign
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/scotland-plans-to-become-one-of-the-first-countries-to-ban-plastic-cotton-buds/
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Imperial Beach Pier, said Paloma Aguirre, coastal and marine director with the 

conservation organization Wildcoast. “It’s not your typical river where it’s just 

stormwater, maybe car oil,” she said. “We’re up against bacterial, viral pathogens, toxic 

waste, chemicals, you name it. We’re getting pummeled.” Imperial Beach Mayor Serge 

Dedina took to Facebook to demand recycling and clean-up programs from Tijuana 

authorities as a means to keep the pollution from becoming more serious. “The fact 

that this toxic stew sits there for months and months without being cleaned up is one 

of the reasons we are going to sue the IBWC [the International Boundary and Water 

Commission] because much of the pollution that comes through the [Tijuana] river 

valley (much of which is in San Diego and county property) could be prevented from 

reaching the beach if we had the proper stormwater diversion infrastructure in place,” 

he wrote. The non-governmental organization Environmental Education Border 

Project, or Proyecto Fronterizo Educación Ambiental, monitors water quality 

indicators off the Tijuana coast every week. In its latest report, the NGO found that the 

current status of the beaches on both sides of the border is of “high pollution.” In 

response and to avoid health risks, authorities from both sides of the border closed 

their beaches for 72 hours, a closure that is slated to end by Sunday. Beach closures due 

to pollution are common in San Diego County. The San Diego Union Tribune reported 

that the Imperial Beach shoreline is closed for more than one-third of the year on 

average due to water pollution from south of the border. 

Source: mexiconewsdaily.com, 12 January 2018 
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Eye on India? China develops underwater surveillance networks in 

Indian Ocean, South China Sea 

China has developed a new underwater surveillance network to help its submarines 

lock on to targets, even as the country successfully ended its mission to the Indian 

Ocean and South China Sea, reported PTI. Haiyi, which means “sea wings” in 

Chinese, has successfully completed a scientific observation in the Indian Ocean. It has 

marked that for the first time, the indigenous underwater glider was used in this ocean, 

according to Chinese news agency Xinhua. Haiyi is China’s independently-developed 

underwater glider. This comes after a mission undertaken between December 11 and 

January 2, which was meant to observe the interaction between global climate change 

and marine conditions, Yu Jiancheng, a research fellow at the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences’ (CAS) Shenyang Institute of Automation, the glider’s developer, was quoted 

as saying. 

Yu said, “The underwater glider was used to monitor the deep-sea environment in vast 

areas. After diving into the Indian Ocean on December 11, Haiyi obtained 190 pieces 

of data on its 705-kilometre journey, Yu added. The news of the glider followed a recent 

report that China has developed a new underwater surveillance network to help its 

submarines lock on to targets while protecting the nation’s interests along the 

Maritime Silk Road plan, which includes the Indian Ocean. The system has already 

been launched and it gathers information about the underwater environment, 

particularly water temperature and salinity, which the Navy can then use to more 

accurately track and target vessels as well as improve navigation and positioning for 

working, the Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post reported on January 1. The 

project, led by the South China Sea Institute of Oceanology under the Chinese 

Academy of Sciences (CAS), is part of an unprecedented military expansion fuelled by 

Beijing’s desire to challenge the US in the world’s oceans, the Post report said. Another 

report said China has successfully tested a ‘hypersonic glide vehicle’ (HGV) twice last 

year which not only challenges the defences of the US but will also be able to more 

accurately hit military targets in Japan and India. The Diplomat magazine reported 

that China’s rocket forces conducted two tests late last year of a new hypersonic glide 

vehicle known as the DF-17, citing US intelligence sources. The Xinhua report said 

before its Indian Ocean mission, the glider also accomplished a three-month mission 

GEOPOLITICS 
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in the South China Sea in October 2017, when it reached a record distance of over 

1,880 kms while collecting data for scientific research. 

The deep water landscape and water conditions in the South China Sea and Indian 

Ocean differ considerably, and the missions in different regions will also help China 

contribute more to international scientific research, Chen Xiangmiao, a research 

fellow at the National Institute for the South China Sea, told the Global Times. 

“Such explorations are open and transparent as they are for scientific purposes and 

not for military use. They should not be politicised or hyped by India and countries 

surrounding the South China Sea,” Chen said. 
 

Source: indianexpress, 05 January 2018 

 

Why is China building a Military Base in Pakistan, America’s newest 

enemy? 

-  Cristina Maza  

As the Trump administration announced plans this week to cut all security funding to 

Pakistan, Beijing revealed it would build an offshore naval base near a strategic 

Pakistani port. The naval base will be located in Gwadar Port, in the Pakistani province 

of Balochistan. Chinese military officials told the South China Morning Post that the 

new base was necessary because the current port, which caters mostly to merchant 

ships, is unable to supply the services and logistical support Chinese warships need. 

The project would mark China’s second foreign military base in the world, after a 

recent expansion in Africa. The announcement comes as regional experts warn that 

China is replacing the U.S. as Pakistan’s most important security partner and is using 

Pakistan to gain additional access to the Indian Ocean. China’s increased investments 

in Pakistan, combined with President Donald Trump’s recent decision to cut all 

funding to the country, is driving Pakistan into Beijing’s arms, experts warned. 

“Chinese investment in Pakistan is expected to reach over $46 billion by 2030 with the 

creation of a [China-Pakistan Economic Corridor] connecting Balochistan’s Gwadar 

Port on the Arabian Sea with Kashgar, in Western China,” Harrison Akins, a researcher 

at the Howard Baker Center who focuses on Pakistan and China, told Newsweek. 

“Trump will soon find that his ability to unilaterally exert pressure to promote U.S. 

policy and security abroad is severely limited, as Pakistan has increasingly relied upon 

China for economic and military assistance,” Akins added. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-develops-new-underwater-surveillance-network-glider-successfully-ends-mission-to-indian-ocean-5012852/
http://www.newsweek.com/authors/cristina-maza
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The Trump administration announced on Thursday it would cut all security aid to 

Pakistan because the country has failed to address the presence of terrorist networks 

operating within its borders. “This does little to promote U.S. interests and security 

and may actively hurt them, as we have lost a key ally in the region,” Akins 

told Newsweek.   Trump administration officials, however, say that China and the U.S. 

share common interests in Pakistan, especially when it comes to security and counter-

terrorism.  “China shares some of the concerns with the U.S. The U.S. is working with 

other regional players, and it’s also not in China’s interest in having sanctuary for 

terrorists in Pakistan,” a senior administration official told Newsweek.  “What we have 

seen is an interest from Pakistan in having a relationship with both the U.S. and 

China,” the official said.  Gwadar Port plays an important role in the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor, which is a major component of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 

expansive “One Belt One Road” economic initiative. The corridor includes an 

infrastructure project worth billions of dollars that aims to link China with economic 

initiatives in Africa and Europe. Chinese ships patrolling the Indian Ocean must obtain 

supplies that are currently unavailable in Pakistan, and the construction of a naval 

base and new rail lines in Balochistan would meet those needs. “The sparsely 

populated province of Balochistan, on the border with Iran and Afghanistan, has now 

taken center stage in China’s growing relationship with Pakistan and the development 

of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, linking China’s western city of Kashgar with 

Balochistan’s Gwadar Port, nestled 3,000 kilometers away on the Arabian Sea,” 

notes a September 2017 report from the Howard Baker Center, a nonpartisan public 

policy center, located on the campus of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

China is also reportedly building a military base in Pakistan’s Jiwani peninsula, which 

is near Gwadar and close to the border with Iran. The construction of a base would 

require local residents be displaced to make room for a security zone. China opened 

its first offshore naval base last year in Djibouti, a small French- and Arabic-speaking 

country on the Horn of Africa.  

Source: newsweek, 05 January 2018 
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Make Indo-Pacific region threat-free: India 

AKARTA: With New Delhi enhancing its engagements with southeast Asia under 

its Act East Policy, India on Saturday called for the waters of the Indo-Pacific 

region to be better connected and free of traditional and non-traditional threats. 

"The Indo Pacific region, is increasingly seen as a connectivity pathway - much of 

the world's trade passes through these oceans," External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj said while addressing the Fifth Round Table of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (Asean)-India Network of Think Tanks here.  "These 

waters must not only get better connected, but remain free from traditional and 

non-traditional threats, that impede free movement of people, goods and ideas," 

she stated.  "Respect for international law, notably Unclos (United Nations 

Convention for the Law of the Sea), in ensuring this is, therefore imperative." The 

remarks assume significance given China's belligerence in the South China Sea 

and growing influence in the Indian Ocean region. Stating that both India and the 

Asean countries are maritime nations, Sushma Swaraj said: "As a mature and 

responsible nation, one of India's foreign policy interests, is to evolve a regional 

architecture based on the twin principles of shared security, and shared 

prosperity." The Asean comprises Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  

Stating that both India and Asean shared a common vision for global commerce 

and maritime domain, Sushma Swaraj said that New Delhi looked forward to 

working closely with the regional bloc in a range of activities like developing a 

Blue Economy, coastal surveillance, building off- shore patrolling capabilities, 

hydrographic services, and information sharing for increased maritime domain 

awareness. She also said that deeper economic integration with the Asean region 

was an important aspect of India's Act East Policy.  "Asean is India's fourth largest 

trading partner, accounting for 10.2 per cent of India's total trade," she stated. 

"India is Asean's seventh largest trading partner. Trade is back on track and 

registered an 8 per cent increase in 2016-17, as compared to the previous year." 

Pointing out that investment flows have remained robust, Sushma Swaraj said 

that there have been continuous efforts to promote dialogue among Asean and 

Indian business and trade associations, to further enhance bilateral trade and 

investment.  "The establishment of a Project Development Fund will encourage 

Indian companies to develop manufacturing hubs in CLMV (Cambodia, Laos, 
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Malaysia, Vietnam) countries," she stated.  "Our offer of a $1 billion line of credit 

is another important initiative to enhance physical and digital connectivity."   

The Indian minister called upon participants of Saturday's round table to offer 

new ideas for a greater integration of Asean Economic Community with India and 

identify collaborative opportunities in investment, trade and services sector.   

She also called for greater collaboration among educational institutions of India 

and the Asean nations, saying this would "contribute towards investing in the 

future of our relationship, especially where it involves the youth of our countries".  

"I invite you all to discuss modalities for setting up a network of universities 

among Asean countries and India, to intensify our cooperation in the education 

sector," she said. Sushma Swaraj arrived here from Thailand on Friday on the 

second leg of her three-nation tour of southeast Asia and co-chaired the fifth 

meeting of the India-Indonesia Joint Commission with Indonesian Foreign 

Minister Retno Marsudi. After addressing the think tanks' round table on 

Saturday, she interacted with members of the Indian community here before 

leaving for Singapore, where she will inaugurate this year's Regional Pravasi 

Bharatiya Divas on Sunday. Sushma Swaraj's visit to the region comes ahead of 

the Special Commemorative Summit to be hosted by New Delhi later this month 

to mark the 25th anniversary of the Dialogue Partnership between India and 

Asean. Leaders of all 10 nations of the regional bloc are expected to attend the 

summit. 

Source: newindianexpress, 06 January 2018 

 

US accuses Beijing of ‘provocative militarisation’ of South China Sea 

-Kinling Lo 

The United States has accused China of “provocative militarisation” of disputed areas 

in the South China Sea and will continue sending vessels to the region to carry out 

freedom-of-navigation patrols, according to a top US adviser on Asia policy. Brian 

Hook, a senior adviser to US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, said on Tuesday that the 

issue of the South China Sea was raised at all diplomatic and security dialogues 

between China and the US. Some analysts have suggested that the US administration’s 

attention towards the issue has been deflected by the North Korean nuclear weapons 

crisis. Hook’s remarks came as China continues building work in the disputed waters, 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/jan/06/make-indo-pacific-region-threat-free-india-1746199.html
http://www.scmp.com/south-china-sea


Page 42 of 52 
 

including installing high-frequency radar and other facilities that can be used for 

military purposes.  “China’s provocative militarisation of the South China Sea is one 

area where China is contesting international law. They are pushing around smaller 

states in ways that put a strain on the global system,” Hook said during a media 

telephone conference. “We are going to back up freedom-of-navigation operations and 

let them know we will fly, sail and operate wherever international law allows.” 

Chinese state-controlled media hailed Beijing’s progress in construction work on 

islands in the South China Sea last year, noting that the projects covered 290,000 

square metres. The Washington-based Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative said in 

December that China had built what appeared to be a high-frequency radar array at 

Fiery Cross Reef, part of the Spratly Islands chain in the disputed waters. Completed 

tunnels that could be used for ammunition storage were also spotted on Subi Reef in 

the same chain of islands. China also plans to launch 10 more satellites from the 

southern island of Hainan over the next three years for around-the-clock monitoring 

of the South China Sea, a move analysts say consolidates Beijing’s control of the 

contested waters. “We strongly believe China’s rise cannot come at the expense of the 

values and rule-based order. That order is the foundation of peace and stability in the 

Indo-Pacific and also around the world,” Hook said. “When China’s behaviour is out 

of step with these values and these rules we will stand up and defend the rule of law.” 

Beijing insists it has sovereignty over almost all the South China Sea but the 

Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also have claims to the waters. 

China has repeatedly called for the US not to get involved in the disputes, saying it is 

not a claimant. Beijing also says US freedom-of-navigation patrols in the contested 

waters infringe on Chinese sovereignty. 

Separately, Hook said Washington was opposed to Beijing’s expansion of civil aviation 

routes in the Taiwan Strait. Beijing announced it had opened four air routes last week, 

without consulting the Taiwanese authorities. It comes as Beijing presses ahead with 

a massive military modernisation programme, including building new aircraft carriers 

and stealth fighters to give it the ability to project its power far from its shores. The 

mainland has also carried out “island encirclement patrols” near Taiwan, which it 

considers a breakaway Chinese province. “We oppose these kinds of unilateral 

actions,” Hook said. “We encourage the authorities in Beijing and Taipei to engage in 

constructive dialogue on issues related to civil aviation.” Taiwan has strongly criticised 

the creation of the air flight paths, saying Beijing’s move threatens regional security. 

Source: scmp, 09 January 2018 

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2127457/us-accuses-beijing-provocative-militarisation-south
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'China look to France, NOT the UK' Shock as Macron BEATS May to key 

trade trip 

- Oli Smith 

EMMANUEL Macron moves ahead with plan to push France ahead of UK and 

Germany with crucial China trade visit - two weeks ahead of Theresa May. Emmanuel 

Macron hopes to use this week's visit to China to boost Beijing's ties with Paris, and 

take over from the UK as China's closest ally in Europe. Mr Macron's first official visit 

to China is aimed at boosting the global influence of both countries - as France looks 

to move out of Germany's shadow, and China from the US. The UK had long been seen 

as China's closest partner in Europe - but since Brexit and the election of Mr Macron, 

China has increasingly looked to France. Crucially, Mr Macron will visit Beijing two 

weeks earlier than Theresa May, who is expected to visit at the end of January. The 

three-day visit is also the first by the leader of a European country since Xi Jinping 

secured his grip on power at the communist party congress in October. Barthélémy 

Courmont, a specialist in Chinese politics, said Beijing now see Mr Macron as a 

smoother way into Europe than Mrs May. He said: "It is clear in Chinese minds that 

France represents Europe political. china considers Germany an economic partner in 

Europe, and France a defence and diplomatic partner. "Before Brexit China considered 

Britain its main interlocutor in Europe, but now the UK is of less interest." Zhao Chen, 

an expert in China-Europe relations from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 

said: "Since Britain decided to leave the EU, Germany and France are now being 

prioritised by China. "France is now a more important partner in Europe and also in 

the global arena." 

President Xi will hope for French investment in his ambitious Belt and Road initiative, 

which is part of China's project to overtake US in global influence.Both China and 

France are also seen as two of the leading countries concerned with tackling climate 

change.  

Source: express.co.uk, 08 January 2018 

 

Can Australia rely on America? 

- Jack Wood 

China will replace the United States as the world’s largest economy by 2030—and this 

has major ramifications for Australia. That is according to a report from the Center for 

Economics and Business Research. 

https://www.express.co.uk/search?s=Oli%20Smith&b=1
https://www.express.co.uk/latest/brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/latest/brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/latest/brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/latest/brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/901351/Macron-China-trade-trip-Theresa-May-Beijing-Brexit
https://www.thetrumpet.com/authors/jack-wood
https://cebr.com/welt-2018/
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This report provides insight into the growth prospects for 192 countries through the 

year 2032. According to its analysis, there will be a huge growth in the Asia region, 

with many East Asian countries rising to fill the top 10 spots in the global economic 

ranking. “By 2032, three out of the world’s four largest economies will be Asian—

China, India and Japan—while South Korea and Indonesia will enter the top 10 for the 

first time,” wrote James Law in “Advance Australia: Our Place in New World Order.” 

With China fast outpacing the U.S. as the dominant power in the Indo-Pacific region, 

Australia will have to adjust to the times. For the last 70 years, America has been 

Australia’s greatest security ally. And for much of that time, Australia also relied on 

the U.S. economically. This is changing. Trade with China now represents the bulk of 

Australia’s international exports and imports. Statistics provided by Australia’s 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade show that trade with China accounts for 

almost a quarter of all Australian international exchanges of goods and services. Prime 

Minister Malcolm Turnbull described the shift as the first time in Australian history 

that its dominant trading partner was not also its dominant security partner. 

If this trend continues, Australia may soon cease to look to America for its security in 

the region as well. According to Jane Perlez and Damien Cave of the New York 

Times, many Australian policymakers are expressing the belief that the U.S. can no 

longer be relied upon. As the Trumpet recently reported, America is retreating from 

its role as the world’s policeman. Its influence in the Indo-Pacific region has greatly 

diminished over the last decade, leaving its allies feeling left out in the cold. By virtue 

of its geography, Australia occupies a unique position in the world, a position that is 

causing its government to feel the effects of the American withdrawal even more 

acutely. Despite its geographic isolation, Australia is not automatically secure. It relies 

heavily on exports of its primary resources. This necessitates maintaining secure 

shipping lanes throughout the region. According to Stratfor, in order to preserve its 

ability to conduct international trade, Australia requires two things: 

First, Australia must be aligned with—or at least not hostile to—the leading global 

maritime power. In the first part of Australia’s history, this was Britain. More recently, 

it has been the United States. Australia’s dependence on maritime trade means that it 

can never simply oppose countries that control or guarantee the sea-lanes upon which 

it depends; Australia cannot afford to give the global maritime power any reason to 

interfere with its access to sea-lanes. 

Second, and more difficult, Australia needs to induce the major maritime powers to 

protect Australia’s interests more actively. For example, assume that the particular 

http://www.news.com.au/finance/economy/world-economy/advance-australia-our-place-in-new-world-order/news-story/449008d159c85e5aa19a57e177a7d93d
http://www.news.com.au/finance/economy/world-economy/advance-australia-our-place-in-new-world-order/news-story/449008d159c85e5aa19a57e177a7d93d
http://www.news.com.au/finance/economy/world-economy/advance-australia-our-place-in-new-world-order/news-story/449008d159c85e5aa19a57e177a7d93d
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/trade-investment/australias-trade-in-goods-and-services/Documents/australias-goods-services-by-top-15-partners-2016-17.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/03/world/australia/australia-us-china-alliances.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/03/world/australia/australia-us-china-alliances.html
https://www.thetrumpet.com/16704-americas-retreat-from-global-leadership
https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/australias-strategy
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route Australia depends on to deliver goods to a customer has choke points far outside 

Australia’s ability to influence. Assume further that the major power has no direct 

interest in that choke point. Australia must be able to convince the major power of the 

need to keep that route open. Merely having amiable relations will not achieve that. 

Therefore, in order to maintain its economy and security, it is essential that either 

Australia or its allies, control the major sea gates of the region. THIS IS BEGINNING TO 

CHANGE! The United States and Great Britain once controlled virtually every important 

oceanic choke point on the planet. But over the past century, they have lost control of 

almost all of these strategic sea gates. The British Empire surrendered its Indo-Pacific 

ports in Hong Kong, Singapore and Sri Lanka. Now China is moving in to add these 

ports to its famous String of Pearls. In many ways, this puts Australia at China’s mercy. 

Consider a biblical prophecy from Deuteronomy 28. This chapter contains prophecies 

aimed at the descendants of ancient Israel. (For proof of who these nations are, request 

our FREE book The United States and Britain in Prophecy, by Herbert W. Armstrong.) 

These prophecies specifically describe the curses that would come upon God’s people 

should they turn away from Him. Speaking of Israel’s enemies, verse 52 states, “And 

he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls shall come down, 

wherein thou trustedst ….” These gates refer specifically to the major sea gates around 

the world, such as the Panama Canal and the Strait of Malacca. Once owned and 

controlled by America and Britain, these gates are now held by foreign powers. 

In the July 2016 issue of the Trumpet magazine, editor in chief Gerald Flurry explicitly 

called out China’s growing power over the sea gates of the Indo-Pacific region, the very 

sea gates Australia relies upon. One by one, China is taking over these important 

waterways, filling the void left by the retreating U.S. It is clear that as the U.S. 

diminishes, Australia can no longer rely on its one-time ally. CHINAis taking center 

stage on the world scene, both militarily and economically. 

Source: thetrumpet.com, 12 January 2018 

 

US sees India as leading power in Indo-Pacific region: Envoy Kenneth 

Juster 

The United States sees India as a “leading power” in the Indo-Pacific region, 

Washington’s envoy to New Delhi Kenneth Juster said on Thursday, describing the 

country as a potential regional trade hub for American businesses. In his first policy 

speech since taking over as ambassador, Juster laid out the Trump administration’s 

https://www.thetrumpet.com/literature/books_and_booklets/44
https://www.thetrumpet.com/13880-china-is-steering-the-world-toward-war
https://www.thetrumpet.com/16740-can-australia-rely-on-america
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agenda for India and emphasised that the US will not tolerate “cross-border terrorism” 

or terror safe havens. 

However, Juster made no reference to Pakistan in his speech. The US recently 

suspended military aid to Islamabad, accusing it of “lies and deceit”. Juster 

acknowledged that the US and India initially had “strained” exchanges on topics 

related to the transfer of sensitive US technology with both military and conventional 

applications. “Now, India is celebrating its membership in two of the four multilateral 

export control regimes, the Wassenaar Arrangement on dual-use items, which India 

just joined, and the Missile Technology Control Regime. “We also expect in the very 

near future for India to join the Australia Group on chemical and biological weapons. 

And we are working closely with India and our international partners to secure India’s 

membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group,” he said. Juster said shared values and 

“common interests” inform the vision of New Delhi and Washington for the 

strategically significant Indo-Pacific region, in which the US considers India to be a 

“leading power”. On defence and counter-terrorism, Juster observed that both India 

and the US have suffered “horrific terrorist attacks” and continue to be targeted. “We 

have a strong mutual interest in eliminating this threat to our societies. President 

Trump and other US leaders have been clear that we will not tolerate cross-border 

terrorism or terrorist safe havens anywhere,” he said. A major part of Juster’s speech 

was on ways to enhance economic and commercial relations. He also underlined that 

the US is concerned about persistent trade deficits with India. He stated that a number 

of US companies have reported “increasing difficulties” in conducting business in 

China. Accordingly, some companies are downgrading their operations there, while 

others are looking with great interest at alternative markets. “India can seize the 

strategic opportunity - through trade and investment - to become an alternative hub 

for US business in the Indo-Pacific region,” he said, adding that Trump’s poll slogan 

“America First” and the Centre’s flagship initiative ”Make in India” are not 

incompatible. 

Source:hindustantimes.com, 11 January 2018 
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A strong India-US partnership is the best balancer to China’s growing 

power 

- Manoj Joshi  

In 2007, James Mann, a former Beijing correspondent for the Los Angeles Times 

penned a slim book titled “The China Fantasy” whose real punch lay in its subtitle: 

“Why capitalism will not bring democracy to China.” At the time the book was 

dismissed as a “curious polemic” that went against the grain of the prevailing wisdom 

that over time, China would progressively liberalise and become a democracy, just as 

South Korea and Taiwan had. Successive administrations argued that the goal of 

American policy must be to “integrate China into the international community.” And 

a slew of specialists forecast the eventual democratic future of China. 

Looking back at America’s China hallucination, you can speculate whether it was the 

Americans who deluded themselves or that they were cleverly played by the Chinese. 

As recently as 2012, Chinese leaders like its Premier Wen Jiabao spoke of the need for 

political reform and democracy. Often this was carefully tailored for global audiences 

such as, in one instance, a meeting of the World Economic Forum. 

After 2017, that illusion is gone. As the Trump administration’s new national security 

strategy laments, “for decades, US policy was rooted in the belief that support for 

China’s rise and for its integration into the post war international order would 

liberalise China. Contrary to our hopes, China expanded its power at the expense of 

the sovereignty of others.” The US suddenly realises that not only is China a 

competitor, but it could well be a principal threat to the American homeland and its 

global primacy. America’s global hegemony is the sum total of its domination in 

various regions of the world like Europe, Middle East, or East Asia. Today when the 

Americans look at East Asia, they see a hugely enriched and militarily powerful China 

increasingly challenging them. 

This is where India comes in, as a principal balancer of China in a region now termed 

the “Indo-Pacific”. China looms large in the western Pacific, even though the US 

remains the most powerful nation from the military point of view. But Japan, tainted 

by its past, even now finds it difficult to assume a larger role in the security of the 

region. Vietnam and Australia lack heft and are economically dependent on China. By 

stretching the region to incorporate India and the Indian Ocean, China looks smaller. 

India’s economy may be a fifth of China’s and its military much weaker, but its size, 

location and potential make it a peer competitor of China. By mid-century, India’s 

economy could exceed that of the US and be second only to China. And you can be 
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sure, this will be accompanied by the rise of Indian military capacity as well. Because 

of its border dispute and the China-Pakistan relationship, New Delhi has never had 

any illusions about China. It has actively engaged Beijing, and made no bones that it 

sees it as an adversary. In recent years, as China surged economically and militarily, 

things have become a bit difficult. Beijing is now expanding its reach in South Asia. It 

has recently taken a 99-year lease of Hambantota Port that it had earlier built; this 

month, a coalition of pro-China Communist parties have swept the elections in Nepal 

and the Maldives has ratified an FTA with China. Chinese naval vessels, rare in the 

Indian Ocean a decade ago, are now deployed routinely. And last week, the visiting 

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi blandly told India that China disapproves of the 

concept of spheres of influence. Under its new strategy, the US promises that it “will 

help South Asian nations maintain their sovereignty as China increases its influence 

in the region.” It also says it will support India in its “leadership role in Indian Ocean 

security and throughout the broader region.” India needs the US, as much as the 

Americans need us. The arrival of Xi Jinping as the most powerful political figure since 

Deng Xiaoping has changed things. Far from liberalizing, Xi is doubling down on the 

hold of the Communist Party on the country. Xi’s speech and in the recent 19th Party 

Congress was a profound rejection of western values, particularly liberal democracy. 

His idea of reform is the need to build an efficient authoritarian state which he offered 

as a model for other countries. 

If the Pakistan experience is anything to go by, we must accept that it is uncommonly 

difficult for the US to get rid of its international fantasies. Even so, in word and deed 

till now, the Trump administration is sold on the Indian partnership. There is an 

opportunity here which can serve us well, if we relentlessly pursue the national interest 

and not get distracted by illusions, of which we have our own share. 

Source: hindustantimes.com, 12 January 2018 

 

From Look East to Act East 

- Rajaram Panda  

During the past three and a half years that Modi has been in power, it is not difficult 

to see the extent of understanding India has achieved in the political, economic, and 

strategic domains vis-à-vis the region Ever since India launched its Look East policy 

in the 1990s following liberalisation of economic policies, its engagement strategy has 

been complemented by its civilisational links with the region. The Government of 

Narendra Modi injected a new element of dynamism by rechristening it as Act East 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/a-strong-india-us-partnership-is-the-best-balancer-to-china-s-growing-power/story-wMyOsDzokOkkOHSzo7K23H.html
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policy. During the past three and half years that Modi has been in power, it is not 

difficult to see the extent of understanding India has achieved in the political, 

economic, and security/strategic domains vis-à-vis the region. The latest in this 

engagement strategy is India hosting all 10 heads of states of the ASEAN as its special 

guests instead of the customary one at the 69th Republic Day celebrations on January 

26. As India is pushing its economy to integrate with the economies of the world 

vigorously by more forward-looking policies, the Modi Government’s engagement 

with the ASEAN region is further reinforced by changes in global power equations, 

which beg readjustment of strategy by India. The ASEAN is at the centre as India 

balances diverse alliances in strengthening its East Asia pivot. Modi represented India 

at the ASEAN-India Summit, the East Asia Summit and the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Summit in November 2017 in Manila, and this put India at the 

centrestage of the Asian region, called the Indo-Pacific. India-ASEAN bonhomie 

nurtured over the years also needs to be seen against the background of China’s 

increasing presence and muscle-flexing on certain regional issues, which violates 

international norms and goes against established order. India, Japan, Australia, and 

the US are working together to cope with this new situation. This development is not 

sudden; it dates back to 2006 when Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe first proposed 

the India-US-Japan-Australia quadrilateral in order to work for peace and order in the 

Indo-Pacific region. It abruptly ended after Abe resigned. After 10 years in wilderness, 

the same idea is now being revived. 

The Manila statement ended on cooperation for a “free, open, prosperous and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific region” in a direct signal to China that the initiative by the four 

countries will counter its actions in the South China Sea if necessary. Modi is seeking 

similar cooperation with the US separately as well, as his one-to-one talks with Trump 

indicated. The ‘Quad’ is not a maritime alliance but aims at enhancing connectivity in 

accordance with “the rule of law” and “prudent financing” in the Indo-Pacific together. 

The second part of the description pertains to the US plans to build an “alternative 

financing model” to China’s Belt and Road Initiative. However, despite that the Quad 

is called a “coalition of democracies” of the Indo-Pacific, there is no denying the fact 

that the initiative is aimed at countering China’s growing influence in the region. As 

the only member of the proposed coalition that is also part of another security 

arrangement involving China and Russia, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 

India’s ability to balance its interests remains to be tested. While India navigates on 

the political front by its engagement strategy, what transpired from Modi’s speech in 

Manila showed India’s resolve to bring its economic and business ties with the region 

up to the level of their “exceptionally good political and people-to-people relations”, 
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setting the stage for closer engagement ahead of the 25th year Commemorative 

Summit to be held in Delhi in January 2018, with ASEAN leaders attending India’s 

Republic Day festivities. The 10 ASEAN countries account for about 11 per cent of 

India’s global trade. India is also in talks with ASEAN “plus six”, including China, 

Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, to discuss the RCEP free trade 

agreement. The ASEAN and other Asian countries ought to take notice that during the 

recent Communist Party Congress, President Xi Jinping showed exuberance to project 

China’s regional and global power. China feels encouraged that Trump has become 

inward-looking with an isolationistic foreign policy agenda, leaving the Asian allies 

and other smaller nations in utter confusion about the US’ commitment for the region. 

In his address to the 15th ASEAN-India Summit, Modi reiterated India’s ties with the 

ASEAN as a key pillar of its foreign policy and that “its centrality in the regional 

security architecture of the Indo-Pacific region is evident”. In a symbolic move, all 10 

ASEAN heads of state have been invited to be guests of honour for the Republic Day 

celebration, the first time ever in India’s post-Independence history. The fact that all 

10 heads accepted India’s invitation demonstrates that they are keen to engage with us 

in all dimensions of relations. Reassuring the ASEAN member states against the 

perceived threat from China’s domination, Modi promised a “steady support towards 

achieving a rules-based regional security architecture that best attests to the region’s 

interests and its peaceful development”. 

Thus, as Trump’s Asian policy shows signs of reluctance in its commitments to protect 

the security of the region, India gets an opportunity to engage in foreign policy 

activism that is in the region’s interests. Trump’s “America First” policy has sent 

ripples across the globe and many countries with deep economic ties with the US are 

worrying how to review their economic policies to cope with the new situation.  

Under this new scenario, it is for India to decide how to see if the glass is half full or 

half empty. In whichever way one looks at it, India finds itself in a situation where it 

cannot afford to shirk its responsibility to work vigorously in accordance with global 

norm in the interests of peace and stability in the region. For now, Modi’s foreign 

policy strategy seems to be on the right track. It is up to political leaders and policy-

makers to craft new policies as demanded by new situations as and when they unfold 

so that its leadership for the region’s interests proves to be meaningful. 

As the parade on January 26 is expected to feature an Asean-Indian tableau, with 

artists from member countries performing the Ramayana, India gets ready to give 
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another push to its Act East policy. The guest list includes Presidents, Prime Ministers, 

a King, and Myanmar’s State Counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi. Eight of the heads of state 

will arrive with their partners. The occasion shall also mark the 25th anniversary of 

the India-Asean partnership, with a commemorative summit scheduled on January 

25, during which India will showcase its Act East policy, focusing on fostering trade 

and other relationships with Asean countries, besides developing India’s North-East, 

seen as a gateway to its engagement with the region.  As per protocol, Prime Minister 

of Singapore, Lee Hsien Loong, who took over the chair for 2018 from Manila, is 

expected to sit between Modi and President Ram Nath Kovind during the parade. The 

Rashtrapati Bhavan is busy preparing an elaborate list of South Asian cuisines so that 

the leaders get a taste of local flavours. With so many heads of states in the Capital at 

one time, and two key events — an Asean-India Commemorative Summit and the 

Republic Day celebrations — scheduled, the traffic police shall have a tough time in 

managing movement of vehicles. As key routes are expected to come under blockade 

for VIP movements, one can expect heavy traffic jams. The traffic police might have 

learnt some lessons from the India-Africa Summit in October 2015 when India hosted 

42 heads of states bringing central Delhi to a standstill, and take corrective measures 

this time.   

While addressing the Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas celebrations in Singapore on 

January 7, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj underlined that the Asean region 

is integral to Asia’s success and to a possibility of an Asian century and therefore 

stressed the importance of India’s deepening ties with the Asean. Emphasising the 

importance of connectivity in India’s engagement strategy, she spoke about the 

trilateral highway project from India to Thailand, with a plan to extend further with 

other Asean countries. She highlighted the potential and promises in the defining 

partnership between India and Southeast Asia. India’s North-eastern region shall 

prosper when the region is better connected to Southeast Asia. The Modi Government, 

therefore, wants to pitch India’s North-east to Southeast Asia so that the fruits of 

India-Asean ties are better realised. 

Other areas in which India and the countries of Southeast Asia can partner for mutual 

benefits and in the interests of regional peace and stability are creating skills for the 

digital age, generating jobs in the age of disruption, meeting the need of rapid 

urbanisation, protecting the bio-diversity, making the energy sources cleaner, and 

pulling together the knowledge for productive agriculture.  
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That India attached greatest importance to the economically important grouping 

Asean need not be overstressed. The issues that are expected to come up for discussion 

at the upcoming summit are terrorism, maritime security, and ways to strengthen 

maritime architecture of the region and ensuring protection of sea lanes and facilitate 

freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific, besides digitisation in the financial sector 

and e-governance. By inviting the 10 Asean heads as guests for the Republic Day 

celebrations, India was sending multiple messages. First, it recognised Asean as a 

single entity. Second, if India wanted to expand economically, then Asean and West 

Asian countries are its future partners. Third, it was highlighting that India and Asean 

countries have civilisational links anchored in their common Hindu-Buddhist legacy. 

What could be the possible outcome of the summit? One could be starting of 

multilateral naval exercises involving Indian and Asean Navies to keep sea routes, 

including the vital Malacca Straits and in and around Singapore, free from attacks and 

piracy. India is a member of the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating 

Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (RECAAP). Some understanding on 

the issue of cyber security could also be expected. 

However, one can expect little move on the regional comprehensive economic 

partnership (RECP) agreement, though India-Asean trade is worth over $75 billion. 

This is because this deal between the Asean on one side and six other countries, 

including India, China, and Australia, could significantly benefit China. India already 

has free trade agreements with Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Malaysia, and would not be too keen to push unless it can win some commensurate 

compensation for the Indian services sector. For the present, expanding regional road 

connectivity under the Trans-Asian Highway rubric with New Delhi keen to link its 

North-east region to Southeast Asian states with Myanmar more than willing to act as 

a strategic gateway is India’s priority in its engagement strategy and a key component 

in the Modi Government’s Act East policy.   

 

Source: dailypioneer.com, 14 January 2018 
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